Lemoore
church of
Christ

Aug. 9, 2020

Not Quite Dead Yet Josh Blackmer

If you are reading this, then the answer is
obvious. However, a spiritual death might be a different
matter. Sometimes we make the choice to die spiritually
and put away the old man of sin. Yet, we don't completely
put him away. We just compartmentalized our lives. We
think or operate like “This part is for God and this part is
for me.” That isnt how it works. We can only have a life
lived in Christ as a result of death. “He who loves his life
loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it
to life eternal” (John 12:25). Here are few passages to
consider. A checklist of spiritual death.

"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20).
Has the “I"” been crucified or is ego still in the way? Paul
speaks of complete surrender of self. My identity and all
that I am is hidden in Christ. It should not be possible to
turn my Christianity off and on because it is who I am.

“"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in
sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall
we who died to sin still live in it? Or do you not know that
all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have
been baptized into His death? Therefore, we have been
buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom.
6:1-4). Here we see when we should die. At baptism, I
should die to self. My new life starts as I come out of the
water. I need to die to sin. It is possible that we set one
or two aside that we haven't completely let go. Maybe
we've picked up new ones. Either way, it is time to purge
and get rid of those that hinder our spiritual growth.
“But may it never be that I would boast, except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world
has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14).
The world has a way of trying to suck us back into sin.
The temptations of the flesh and the devises of Satan are
a constant bombardment. In Christ, we are properly
armed, clothed, and continually cleansed. We need to
make a conscious effort to keep the world out. Examine
decisions and thought patterns. Are these of the world or
of Christ? I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which
I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily” (1 Cor. 15:31).
It's not too late. We need to choose every day to die to

sin and live for Christ. When we can get there, then
physical death will be a reward. “For to me, to live is Christ
and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). Lose self and gain

everything.

Five Minutes with God: This week:

Sunday Day 222 Luke 17:1-4
Monday Day 223 Luke 17:5-10
Tuesday Day 224 Luke 17:11-19
Wednesday Day 225 Luke 17:20-37
Thursday Day 226 Luke 18:1-8
Friday Day 227 Luke 18:9-14
Saturday Day 228 Matthew 19:1-12

Prayer List:

Gary Curtis doing much better.

Taylor Radcliff for strength. His homecoming has been
delayed until end of October — feeling a bit homesick.
Donna Case going to Santa Barbara for tests

Jason Ernst (40 yrs. old), friend of Caitlyn Case — in ICU
with Covid-19

Christy and Zeb Reid both diagnosed with Covid-19
The family of Steve Oliveira, nephew of Betty
Standridge, passed away. No services are scheduled.
Andrew Hennagir for strength as begins his new life
living for Christ.

Kathy Shough, relative of Lynda Sander, diagnosed with
cancer

Whitney Broaddus medical concerns

Kim Cargill, Stephanie Tischmacher’s stepmom
recovering from cancer surgery.

Darlene Wilson pain in her back

Doug Standridge fighting an infection

Red and Marjory Cooper

Lena Jones is being cared for by Barbara

David, from a call to Garrett, requesting prayers.

Gary Cole continued good health

Richard Hunsberger, Stephanie Tischmacher’s step-dad,
is now home.

Meryl Wambhoff, friend of Lisa Butts, ongoing chemo and
radiation treatments for the next few months.

Gary Radcliff, Garth’s father, started chemo and is
waiting for biopsy results.

Marlon Raygoza that he gets the supervision he needs.
Linda Frye, Cancer

Bill Fox, co-worker of Frank Baldwin, blood clots in his
legs but has returned to work.

Angie and Tito Cano- Tito on maintenance meds

Alexis Raygoza recovering from health issues.

Bart Massey, friend of Dixie Blair, stomach cancer
Casey Case Jr ongoing oncology treatment
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